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Upalokayukta demands suo-moto case over building violations

after reviewing work at various govern

| Naveen.Menezes
@timesgroup.com
TWEETS @BangaloreMIRROR

n the occasion of Vigi-
lance Awareness Week,
Upalokayukta Justice BS
Patil along with a team
of officers visited several
government offices for reviewing
the work of public servants. The
offices he visited include: BBMP’s
Malleswaram division (West), rev-
enue office, Gandhi Nagar division,
Additional Commissioner’s of-
fice, Yelahanka zone, BBMP’s zonal
commissioner’s office, South zone

among others.
At the joint commissioner’s office

in Malleshwaram, the Upalokayukta

observed that the two assistant direc-

tors of town planning division were
not inspecting each and every build-
ing under construction or to certify
them before the commencement of
construction due to paucity of staff.
They were initiating actions only in
cases where a complaint is received
regarding violation of setbacks or
other building byelaws.

“No case is registered on their
own after physical verification of the
actual violations, in the absence of
any complaint. As per Section 248 of
the Bruhat Bengalury Mahanagara
Palike Act, the Assistant Directors of
Town Planning are duty-bound to
take action in of construc-
tions of buildings in violation of
building plan and building bylaws,
respective of any u_lmplamt ii.lt'd,'
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(Rajarajeshwarinagar zone) on Saturday
Amongst the offices he visited are: Palike’s |
Malleswaram division (West), Revenue 1
Office, Gandhi Nagar division and others

Justice Patil said, directing the town
planning division to register suo-
motu case with respect to
violations and issue notice in fifteen
days,

He had similar observations in
other offices of the BBMP too.

In the Revenue Officer,
Gandhinagar Sub Division, BBMP
and the yukta offices, it was
found that no action was taken on
the transfer of Katha applications

withlnapulodof.wdaynspre.

. —
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scribed under the Kamataka Sakala
Services Act. Justice Patil directed the

received during the months of
August, September and October
2021 and the time taken for process-
ing and issuing khata certificates.
The Upalokayukta will be
visiting the office of the Additional

Commissioner, BBMP, Raja-
ra Zone, on
Saturday.
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s officials to

‘bring reforms in admlmstration

Lauds Pulice Dept

foritsaptactionin

0ld Hubballi riots
" Incident

' HUBBALLI, DHNS

irecting the officials of
different departments
to bring reforms in ad-
ministration, Upa Lok
B S Patil stated that e
cy of the departments’ staff
wouldinereaseif officialswork
with dedication.

Holding a meeting of offi-

| cialsofdifferentdepartments
here on Monday, Justice Patil
stressed the need to dispose
off files in a time-bound man-
ner, and to improve the waste
collection and disposal sys-
tem.

In reply to Justice Patil’s
query about improving gar-
bage collection and disposal
system, Hubballi-Dharwad
Mahanagara Palike (HDMP)

Commissioner Gopal Krishna

""-;__;___

Upa Lokavukl:a B S Patil

B stated that the number of

garbage black-spots in the

twin cities has been reduced

from 65710197, and thetarget.

is to make it zero soon. Steps
are being taken for better

‘waste disposal, and GPS de-
-vices have been installed on

waste collection vehicles he
added.

Justice Patil asked the offi-
cials coneerned to take steps
to make Dharwad district

.open defecation-free. There

are complaints about works
taken up under 14th and 15th
finance commlsslon grants
are being delayed, and those

works should be completed
in a time-bound manuer, he-

i d:rectged

. otherswere present.

Covid val:cinatmn prngress
Health & Family Welfare De-
partment officials informed
that the progress in admin-
istering the first dose of an-
ti-Covid vaccine is 104%, and
this achievement is 99% in
terms of thesecond dose. Vac-

_cinationforstudentscouldnot |

achieve the expected progress
due to vacation, while steps
are also taken to administer
precautionarydose, theysaid.

" Lauding the police for
bringing the s;tuatlon under
control speedily during the
violence in Old. Hubbalh res
cently, Justice Patil asked the
police to take precautions to

preventtherepetitionofsuch -

incidentsin future.
Police Commissioner Lab-
hu Ram stated that a total of

146 persons were arrested in -

connectionwith the Old Hub-
balli violence case, while re-
quired steps have been taken
to maintain peace and order
inthe City.

Deputy Commissioner
Nitesh Patil, Superintendent

e ofPohcePKrlshnakanth Zilla
Panchayat (ZP) Chief Execu- |

tive officer Suresh Itnal, and

/
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PROVIDING JUSTICE FREE OF COST TO

NEEDY, MY PRIORIT

UPA LOKAYUKTA

Y

‘ways open to the people

YATHIRA ) @Bengalurw

_ ASSUMING the office of Upa
-Lokayukta-II recently with an
-aim to bring inmovative ideas to

develop the Lokayukia institu-
tiot further, Justice KN Pha-
neendra, former judge of Kar-
nataka High Court, said, “We
should work from the heart and
mind, - '
There is a lot of difference
between the judiciary and any
other department, as the Lokay-

- ukta institution has earned

more respect than any other
department. :

There is a presumption
ameng people that all those
working in Lokayukta are hon-
est, and we have to work ac-
cordingly Within us, morethan
law, one should have a human
approach and a profound coi-
mon sense, My doors are al-

Exoe;‘pts: .

Why have you thosen the
Upa-Lokayukta post when
there are various opportuni-
ties after retiring as a judge
of the High Couri?

@ Delivering judgements sit-

" ting in courts will give one an

advantage and the ofher a dis-
advantage. It is bound to hap-
pen as judgement means one
wins and another loses. In
courts, it is difficult to do much
work for society, as administra-
tion and justice have to be in

accordance with law, when

compared to Lokayukta. This
institution enables us te reath

. Karnataka State Legal

the people, facilitate fora for
them to air their grievances,
understand their problems and
provide relief,

What new ideas do you have
to take the Lokayikia to the
doorsteps of the needy -
people?

w People in remote areas are
not aware of this institu-
tion. As a first step, I have
already requested Jus-
tice B Veerappa, Judge
of High Court and Ex-
ecutive Chairman of

Services Authorliytowork
in tandem witli us to reach out ,
to people in remote areas dnd.
instill confidence in them about .
the institition. T am going to -
hold discussions with Justice
Veerappa in person soon.

What is your prierity in ad-
dressing grievances? j
w Providing speedy jusiicefree '
of costtothose whoareinneed |
of help as they are unable to

- reach the police or afford alaw-
. yer or courts. '
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This is my first and foremost
priority. Second, a litile care

has tohe taken to deal with pec-

ple who try to use this institu-
tion to targethonest afficers by -
fiting complaints against.them

to get achieve their goal and get
theltr work done illegally. In
such cases, holding inguiries

and patient hearings isthebest

way to ascertain the truth with
the help of technical or police
ng

What in"hnvntive ideas do

you have to make the Lokay-

ukcta more people-friendly?-

that the work inthis institution
is not for salary, but for society.
T am planning to have a discus-
gion with our judicial officers
- to get their views and griev-
ances, if any Wa haveto
encourage and work

tively achieve the
coal. | !

. ‘This apart, there are
& good number of IAS
“officers both in service
- anid retired. 1.will interact

_w1t11 them to address the griev-
~-ances and the: maladministra-

tion at district levels, I have

" spoken to the Rogistrar on cre-

ating awareness about the in-

“gtitution through radio, televi-

gion and newspapers.

"~ Onee or twice a month, iwﬂl

visii districts and stay there for
two-three days to address griev-

- ances with the involvement of
“the DG, SP and other unit
' heads i possible, addms the

" with them to collec-

grlevances on the same day or.

the next day.

. What is your 6pm10n abont

the order passed by the
Home Department to the
DG&IGP to take back all SPs
and DySPs working w1th
Lokayukta?

. % The matter has not reacheﬂ '

us. 1 came to know about it
through the media. Even after
the constitution of ACB 1o deal
with cases under corruption,
the Lokayukta is atill empow:
ered to address grievances of
people and deal with malad-

. ministration. If any cormplaints
# 1 have already told our staff

are received, we refer them fo
Lokayukia police wings in dis-

tricts.concerned and get themw

investigated.
Tt 1s an administrative matter

“within the domain of Lokay-
ukta which is vacant now. 1
think nothing will happen till -

the appointment is made.
Is there any plan for a quick

complaints/grievances re-

dressal system online?
w The formats of complaints

were uploaded in Lokayukia

website (https://lokayukta kar.
nic.in/) and physically re-
ceived, as mandated imder law:

. Theé complaints can be filed in

districts also which will be
{ransferred to us. '
I am yet {0 examine our poytal
and rules to make further im-
provements. Automatic regis-
of complaints.online
one and there should
Y any__human




